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Following is a list of guidelines to be followed when operating WCSA groomers: 

*  Must be a current member of a Wright County Snowmobile Association club. 

*  Must be a certified groomer operator. 

*  Grooming can be done 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

*  Complete pre-operation checklist. 

*  Fill out groomer worksheet completely. 

*  Must groom authorized trails only. 

*  No Drugs or alcoholic beverages. 

*  Know where fire extinguishers are located. 

*  Use common sense. Keep speed at a safe level for the terrain you are in. 

*  Know which machine you are in and who to call if needed. 

*  The Wright County Snowmobile Association does not cover you in any way against personal loss or injury. 

 

       Groomer Captains 

Dave Neske Kubota M95X (Buffalo) 763-682-1718 Cell 612-708-8135 

Robin Hillmeyer Kubota M135X (Cokato) 320-286-2404 

Gary Chaffins Pisten Bully Trail Bully (Rockford) 763-477-3733  

Don Gabrelcik  DX4530 #2 (Delano) 952-955-2563 Cell 952-270-5050 

Martin Posthumus Kubota M95X (Monticello) 763-878-2081 Cell 612-669-7729 

 Kirt Shermer Pisten Bully 100 (Albertville)    Cell 612-363-7656 

 Mike Nelson DX4530 #1 (Southaven) 320-236-7952 Cell 320-980-5961 

  

 

I,_ * ________________________________________________, understand the WCSA Grooming Guidelines. 
(Please print name) 

 

Street: Address * _____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

City, State, Zip  *  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MN. Drivers Lic. # * _________________________________________SSN._ * __________________________ 

 

Phone Numbers: * ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Area preferred to groom:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

* required field 

Hours and days available: i.e.: 5PM to 11PM  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday etc.  

 

Date: _* 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Return to Secretary or Treasurer.  This will be used to compile a list of volunteers that are available for duty and 

also for Payroll purposes. Keep a copy for contact information. 

 

 

SIGNED: _* ___________________________________________ 

 



Wright Country Snowmobile Association Trail Grooming Guidelines  

  
Under optimum conditions: 

 

Grooming should begin when snow depth has reached about 12 inches. Begin by compacting the snow 

with a roller, or a drag with a packer pan. If this option is not available, packing can be accomplished with 

just the tractor unit by using the tracks to compact the loose, fluffy snow. If the snow is too deep, a 

snowmobile could be used. An important point is that the snow base should be built up from the bottom. 

Snow compacting should be considered after any substantial snowfall. The following are items that, as a 

groomer operator, you should consider: 

 
o During first grooming of the season or after melt down of snow: 

• Generally at least 8 to 12 inches of wet snow on smooth terrain like a road or hay field; 

• If snow is drier, or if terrain is rough or uneven. At least 12 to 18 inches of snow might be 

required to begin effective grooming operations with minimal risk of damaging grooming 

equipment; 

• It’s best to groom during daytime hours to ensure safety of grooming equipment and 

operator by avoiding down trees, wet areas or other hazards. 

  

o Grooming shortly after a snowfall: 

• Dry fluffy snow: let it settle or be packed by snowmobile traffic before grooming; 

• Wet or heavy snow can be groomed sooner if the air temperature is below 30 degrees F.  

 

o Grooming, when possible, should be done when traffic is light such as at night or on weekdays.  

 

o Ideal grooming temperatures usually lie between minus 10 degrees F and plus 20 degrees F : 

• It’s not advised to groom when the air temperature is greater than plus 30 degrees F; 

• It’s not advised to groom when the air temperatures is colder than minus 10 degrees F.  

  

o The type of snow is a major factor in determining at what temperature the trail should be 

groomed. Dry snow usually grooms best during the day when air is warmer. Wet snow usually 

grooms best at night when air is usually cooler. 

 

o Cut off moguls at or near the bottom of the dips and place the snow into a uniform layer. Moguls 

should not be cut halfway down, otherwise an uneven base density will result and the moguls will 

easily reappear after snowmobiles travel on the trail surface.  

  

o In limited snow conditions, set the drag so that snow can be pulled from the edges toward the 

center of the trail. A good general guideline for grooming speed is 4 to 10 miles per hour. It should 

be noted that each groomer/drag combination is different, but grooming too slow or too fast will 

result in poor trail conditions like wash-boarding and uneven snow compaction, etc.  



Fuel purchase and fuel tank maintenance: 
o Groomer captain is in charge of ensuring fuel is ready for groomer operators: 

 If purchasing non-bio #1 fuel-oil, make sure additives for lubrication are added;  

 Centra-Sota premium full winter blend is 1.3% to 1.5% bio-diesel during winter months. Centra-

Sota Switches to 10% bio on May 1. Prices drop in the spring when they are trying to empty the 

winter blends.  

 

o During storage of fuel: 

 It’s suggested to store with the fuel tank at least half-full to reduce surface area for moisture to 

collect inside the tank due to hot/cold cycles;  

 Shade the tank to keep out of direct sunlight;  

 Install a moisture-collection sock from Centra-Sota during summer storage.  


